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December 2011 

Dear Parent 

It’s hard to believe its December already, with Christmas just around the corner. Again I wanted to update you on events and activities this month and give you some notice of key dates and events for the New Year.

All young people in Years 8 to 11 are sitting assessment tasks between 5th to 16th December so should make every effort to attend to complete these.  The results of these along with those already obtained in October will be shared with you at a Parents’ day/evening scheduled for Wednesday 11th January 2012.   More detail on this will be sent to you just after Christmas.

Our attendance project will come to a conclusion on Friday 16th December with all pupils who have received better than average attendance being entered into a draw for those extremely attractive prizes.  This will take place at a whole school assembly on Monday 19th December – so good luck to all.  Thank you for encouraging your son/daughter to view attendance as important.

The Student Council have another busy month working with a number of partners including the Northern Ireland Youth Forum and Chesapeake.  They are also making a visit to ‘the house on the hill’ to meet local MLAs at Stormont.

The Year 12 Performing Arts class will be staging a Christmas Show and this will be shown to the whole school on Wednesday 21st December – our final day.

As the colder weather ‘kicks in’, I am trying to encourage young people to stay indoors at lunchtimes to socialise and relax.  To that end, we have purchased table tennis equipment, a pool table and a table football game and located these in our canteen along with some soft modern seating, coffee tables and magazines.  In addition there are a number of clubs and activities arranged at lunchtimes for all pupils to give all something to do.

We had a very successful Awards afternoon on the 23rd of November with many guests and parents seated along with the whole school.  Congratulations to all prize winners and well done to Kerry Hamilton and Dale McManus for assisting so ably with the event.

Congratulations also to the Year 11 Drama team who performed an impressive anti bullying play to the whole school, delivering a powerful message through their dramatic production.  The Primary Schools who were fortunate to see this gave the team excellent feedback.










    
         PTO/……………….

On the sporting front our pupils continue to excel both individually and within school teams. Congratulations must go to Craig Gardiner on his excellent performances for the Northern Ireland International Team and Jonny Dallas on his selection for the County Excellence Programme. Our 
schools teams are again performing admirably on the pitch with the year 8's through to the quarter final of the Belfast Cup as well as the semi final of the East Antrim Cup. Our year 10's are through to the last 16 of the Northern Ireland Cup and our year 11's top the league and have the East Antrim Cup Semi Final coming up.

Head of physical education, Mr Smyth, was also the manager of the East Antrim District Team that won the recent Northern Ireland District Cup, four boys from our school were also a part of this team and our congratulations go to Jonny Dallas, Mark Jeffers, Tommy Lowry and Josh Doyle.

Our Year 11 pupils took part in a Business Challenge Workshop led by a local entrepreneur.  In one afternoon they had to design, market and promote a new product.  The judging of their efforts was carried out by Deputy Lord Mayor Victor Robinson.  All young people must be praised for their ideas, their contribution and their excellent behaviour

Can I remind all Year 12 pupils and parents of key examinations which take place immediately after Christmas?  I have included these dates at the bottom of this letter.  The school will do everything possible to ensure the young people are prepared for these, and I would ask that parents support us in the same way at home, by making sure time is set aside over Christmas to commence preparations for these and for the mocks which start on 16th January 

Can I advise you that School will finish at 11.30am on Wednesday 21st December and there will be no canteen available on that day.

Please find enclosed with this letter a ‘flyer’ summarising our Child Protection and Safeguarding Arrangements for the young people.  The safety and well being of the children in the school is of paramount importance and I would appreciate it if you could take time to read this and the updated policy on Child Protection, which you will find on the schools web site at info@nchs.newtownabbey.ni.sch.uk
Finally, can I thank you for the support this term, for the well wishes to myself in my new role, and can I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very happy and peaceful Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year. 

Very best wishes

John Lewis

PRINCIPAL

Key Dates for Diary 

Wednesday 21st December – School finishes at 11.30am

Wednesday 4th January – School Restarts for all

Tuesday 10th January - GCSE Learning for Life and Work Examinations

Wednesday 11th January – GCSE Mathematics Examinations

Wednesday 11th January – Parents Afternoon/Evening Years 8-11

Monday January 16th to Friday January 20th – Mock Examinations Year 12

Monday 23rd January – Open Night 
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