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January  2012 

Dear Parent 

Perhaps it’s a bit late in the month to wish you a Happy New Year – but for those that I have not met at Parents’ Events this month – I hope you had a lovely Christmas and are surviving the challenges of the January weather and the lack of finances that typifies the start to the New Year!

I must firstly congratulate Mr Brock and Miss Hunter on their engagements over the Christmas period.  We wish them and their partners well in preparing for the next stages of their lives together.

January is a very busy time for our school – we had a great attendance (66%) at our Home School Links Day/Evening on Wednesday 11th January.  Thank you to all who came to this and I hope you now have a better understanding of our new Assessment Process which was created to improve the pupil participation and outcomes of all of the young people.  If you were unable to come, please give us a call to set up another alternative appointment to hear about your child’s progress and this new tracking system.

Improvements I have mentioned in a previous letter are well underway.  Our waiting room, with the help of Mrs Shingleton and the school’s business partner Chesapeake, has been repainted and redecorated with professional art and design work and will now be used for Student Council meetings and to facilitate other key gatherings.  Our canteen is due to be repainted at the beginning of February and new colour coordinated tables and chairs have been ordered – the colours (red and grey) selected of course by the Student Council.  Our pool table arrived at the start of the month and is heavily in demand at breakfast, break and lunch times along with the table tennis facilities. Cheseapeake will also be working with a Year 10 pupil to create exciting pieces of art to display in the cantten.

We have had a busy month meeting the P7 pupils from all of our feeder Primary Schools.  A number of days were organised to allow them to experience activities in Home Economics and Mathematics and I must congratulate all involved in the organisation and delivery of these days, which have proved very successful in our marketing campaign.  Our Open Day on Monday 23rd January was very well attended and the school looked amazing with all staff pulling out all the stops to ‘sell’ our image to our potential new clients.   

Inspectors arrived back on Friday 20th January to judge our progress on Action Plans created after the Inspection of September 2010.  I am delighted to report that they have stated that we are making satisfactory progress against these – a marker of confidence for all of us in all that we are doing, for the good of the young people in the school. 

Year 12 have been involved in Mock and actual GCSE examinations and have also received their second set of target grades.  All of the young people in this year group should endeavour to attend and work to ensure the best possible outcomes are achieved.  A Year 12 parents’ night to share progress and Mock Examination outcomes, is planned for Monday 6th February and in thanking all parents who are supporting us in this drive, I would urge your attendance at this key evening. Our careers adviser Audrey Campbell will be present at this event to give advice and guidance to your son/daughter.  Please approach Audrey during the course of the evening.

A second attendance project commenced on the 9th of January 2012 and will finish on Tuesday 14th February 2012.  The impetus for this came from the excellent improvements in attendance made in the first project which ran through mid November to December.  Our school attendance, up to Christmas, was up over 4% on the same period last year.  Congratulations to all who achieved 100% during this period and who enjoyed an ice cream from Mauds during the last week.  The five big prize winners, Chloe Ashe, Rachael Hawthorne, Alan Evans, Danielle Leathem and Brett Sinclair received substantial early Christmas presents with the three Kindles, a Mobile Phone and £50 cash voucher.  Thanks again to Chesapeake, Barnardos and Phil Hamilton for the support of this venture.  Good luck to all in the current project with ten £20 vouchers and a significant mystery prize to be won.

The Year 10 pupils visited stands at Mossley Mill on Tuesday 24th January to be made aware of the Learning Community Options available to them next year.  They will be able to use the information gleaned from this visit to make informed choices at their Options Night in the school in March.

On the sporting front Craig Gardiner had a very successful trial with Swansea City and we await with anticipation feedback from this.  Well done to him!

On the 9th February Miss McNaghten and Mrs Davies are heading off to Belgium with a party of twelve pupils with the International School for Peace Studies.  This accredited programme will give the young people a great opportunity to work with another school and we hope they have a great time.

Our skiers head for the mountain slopes  of Bulgaria for the week 18th – 25th February ably accompanied by Miss Mornin and Mr Surgeoner.  

Along with this letter I have enclosed the most recent edition of our school magazine Inform.  The articles and the pictures in this should give you a better idea of the range of events and opportunities taking place for the young people.  Thanks to Mrs Verner for bringing this together.  There is also a copy of the Board of Governors Annual Report for 2010-11 giving key information on organisation and performance.

Can I thank you, as always, for the support you continue to give us 

Very best wishes

John Lewis

PRINCIPAL

Key Dates for Diary 

Monday 6th February – Parents Night for Year 12

Thursday 9th Feb – Monday 13th Feb – Belgian Trip

Tuesday 14th February – School stops at 1.15pm for Staff Training 

Wednesday 15th – Friday 17th February – Half Term for Pupils (staff in Wednesday 15th) 

Saturday 18th February – Saturday 25th February – Ski Trip

Tuesday 6th March – Options Night for Year 10 Parents and Pupils  
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