
[image: image2.png]



November 2011 

Dear Parent 

I hope that you and your family have had an enjoyable Halloween break.  The school faces a short term of only six weeks until Christmas, and I wanted to update you on some events that are due to take place during this period

Year 12 pupils and their parents are warmly invited to an afternoon on Monday 14th November to receive information on the targets set for GCSE and on the ways the school is proposing to support the young people to achieve these targets.  This informal event will take place in the school lecture theatre from 3.45pm and I would urge all in Year 12 to attend.
On Tuesday 15th November all Year 12 will experience an interview skills programme.  This is a one day event designed to help pupils market themselves effectively in an interview situation.  It aims to address issues including completion of job applications, verbal and non-verbal communication, preparation for interview (including CV) and personal appearance.  The programme concludes with a mock interview with actual employers for every pupil, with verbal and written feedback.  To assist with the organisation of the day it is necessary for your son/daughter to not wear his/her uniform but to wear clothes deemed to be appropriate for attending job interviews.
An exciting attendance project starts on Monday 14th for the whole school and will run until Christmas.  All pupils will be encouraged to achieve maximum attendance over a twenty five day period and in doing so will be eligible to take part in a Christmas ballot.  There will be significant prizes available, including three kindles, a state of the art mobile phone and a young person’s bicycle.  Through this project, we are seeking to ‘boost’ the whole school attendance rate in the lead up to the festive period, and I again will value your support in this initiative.  Full details of the scheme will be given to the pupils this week – please take time to ask your son or daughter about this.

Anti-bullying Week takes place from Monday 14th to Friday 18th November.  The school will be making all pupils aware of the implications and the consequences of bullying.  Mrs Verner’s Year 11 Drama class will be performing a short play on this subject to the whole school during that week.









PTO/…………..

Our annual awards afternoon is scheduled for Wednesday 23rd November at 1.30pm.  Pupils who are to receive prizes, along with their parents, will be invited to this important occasion.  This year’s guest of honour is Paul Hamill, a former pupil of Rathcoole High School and now local minister for Belfast City Mission, Rathcoole.
Year 8 pupils are looking forward to their trip to Woodhall Residential Centre and this will take place from Wednesday 23rd November to Friday 25th November 2011.
During the term our Student Council will have an opportunity to “have a voice” through two planned trips.  They have been invited by the local mayor to visit the Council Offices of Newtownabbey at Mossley Mill.  This will be followed later in the month with a visit to Stormont where they will have an opportunity to pose questions to the local MLAs on key issues.

As you can detect this term is again going to be a busy one for all of us.  Can I thank you for the continued support for the work of the school.  Our objective, along with our partners, is to provide the best possible educational experiences for your son or daughter.  We greatly appreciate your help and support in achieving that aim.

I would therefore urge you to ensure that you support our attendance policy and project and that you encourage your child to engage positively with staff at all times.

Can I finish by again thanking you for your support on which we depend.   Below I have listed some key dates for your diary.  Please do not hesitate to contact the school at any point if you have any concerns or worries regarding your son or daughter.

Best wishes,

John Lewis 

Acting Principal 

Key Dates 

Year 12 Parents Afternoon Monday 14th November 3.45pm in Lecture Theatre
Year 12 Interview Skills Day on Tuesday 15th November 2011 
Anti Bullying Week Monday 14th November to Friday 18th November 

Awards Afternoon Wednesday 23rd November at 1.30pm

Assessment Period Monday December 5th to Friday December 9th 

Christmas Disco Monday 19th December 7pm-9pm

School finishes 11.30am on Wednesday 21st December 
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