Dear Parent 

I am writing to you in early October to thank you for your support to the school to date, and to give you some updates that I think you need to be aware of.

The summer holidays are a long forgotten memory now, and all staff and young people are now focused on the core business of learning and teaching.

This term is a very important period one for pupils in Year 11 and Year 12.  Currently, the teaching staffs, of both groups, are in the process of setting targets for GCSE.  Year 12 pupils will soon have these shared with them and strategies are being put in place to help all to achieve to their potential.  Each parents of a pupil in Year 12 will, before half term, get an invitation to hear about what we can all do to support their child.  Miss Mornin and her team have already met with Year 11 pupils and parents to ‘ready’ each of them for their GCSE courses and challenges.

We are proud to say that after a voting process, we have appointed Dale McManus as Head Boy and Lewis Stevenson as his deputy.  Kerry Hamilton is our Head Girl and Chloe Moore her deputy.  These four are supported by the following team of prefects elected by the staff in the school.  Connor Campbell, Curtis Marshall, Reece McCullough, Johnny Redpath, Amy Ward, Shannon Dand, Stephanie Lorimer, Rebecca Stockard, Chloe Skelly.
All have now agreed duties and will become active workers this year in our school community.  Congratulations to them all.

We are in the process, through Mrs Lewis, of setting up a student council.  Pupil nominations from each class have already been received and the school will have an election to vote on these on the morning of Friday 14th October.  We believe strongly in our ‘student voice’ and this body of young people will represent all pupils in the school in a real and meaningful way.

At a recent Assembly, we highlighted a charity organisation ‘Blythswood Care’ which encourages school children to collect shoe boxes, and to decorate and fill with Christmas gifts, to be then given to those less fortunate than ourselves.  This, at a time of ‘thanksgiving’, is a wonderful idea and our thanks to all who have already filled a box and handed it to Mrs Kennedy.
On the sporting front, Craig Gardiner Year 11, must be congratulated on his selection to the U16 Northern Ireland Schoolboy International squad.  To come back from significant injury to play for his country is a wonderful achievement and a great example to us all in the school – well doneCraig!

On Monday 26th September, with the help of Mr Morton, Mrs Verner and the Year 12 Performing Arts group, we celebrated European Day of Language, with rolls answered as ‘oui’, ‘si’, or ‘ja’.

On Wednesday 5th October the school will be converting part of the canteen to a ‘subway’ type facility – we are calling it ‘Abbeysnack Bar’.  Children, with or without a meal ticket can select, rolls, wraps and Panini with a choice of fillings.  We are hoping this fulfils the young peoples wishes to have a more modern facility with more choice.

Our first assessment point takes place for all pupils Year 8 to 11 during the week   10th -14th October.  During this period your son/daughter will complete a major assessment task in each subject, relating to work carried out over the last six weeks.  Data resulting from these assessments will be shared with you and your child at a later point

The lead up to Halloween signals the colder weather and of course the arrival of fireworks.  While outdoor coats and garments can be worn to school, pupils are not allowed to wear them inside the school building.  I appreciate your support in keeping our young folks on track, in terms of appearance and readiness for work.  In terms of fireworks, I have organised a showing of a Firework Safety Play on Wednesday 5th October to the whole school.  This drama promotes the safe use of legal fireworks and educates 11-15 year olds on Firework Safety.  To maximise the effect of this play I would ask you to reinforce our message that, NO fireworks of ANY sort must be brought onto the school premises.  To do so would be to break the law and thus give me no other option than to involve the PSNI

Can I finish by again thanking you for your support on which we depend.   Below I have listed some key dates for your diary.  Please do not hesitate to contact the school at any point if you have any concerns or worries regarding your son or daughter.

Best wishes,

John Lewis 

Acting Principal 

Key Dates 

School Development Days (Pupils not required in school)

Friday 7th October

Monday 7th November 

Halloween Holidays

Monday 31st October to Friday 4th November 

Year 12 Parents Afternoon 

To be arranged – a letter will be sent out shortly

